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CONNECTIONS

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
On Sunday Holy Eucharist is celebrated at  

8am & 10am in the Church  
Christian Formation for all ages.  Child care in the Nursery. 

On Wednesdays Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 10am  
(in the Memorial Chapel of Ascension & Holy Trinity) 

Contact the church:  

(513) 821-5341   |   aht@eos.net   

Rev. Ericôs Blog: http://ascensionholytrinity.com/blog/ 

WWW.ASCENSIONHOLYTRINITY.COM 

 

A&HT WYOMING PRESCHO OL: 2YRS ð PRE- K 

wyomingpreschool@gmail.com    

More information under A&HT Wyoming Preschool tab on A&HT website. 

Ascension & Holy Trinity,   
Episcopal Church 

334 Burns Ave., Cincinnati ,  OH 45215 



News from the Pews 
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BIRTHDAYS 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

Walter Haeger, R.J., Karen 

Dwyer, Amy Schmitt,  

Jim Neumeister, Tim Harrigan, 

Ray Harrigan, Carol Caudill, 

Bonnie Loach, Brandon Criddle, 

Debbie, Ann Hammond,  

George Thiemann. 

Please call the Parish Office to add a 
name to the Prayer List. 

Prayers are offered verbally during  
Sunday services and at staff weekday  

Morning Prayer for those added  
within the last month. 

ANNIVERSARIES  6. Glenn Schaaf   

 9. George Johnson  

 10. Bria Bachman  

 11. Brenda Meranda  

 12. Claire Miller   

 13. Tom Ackerman  

 14. Elizabeth Graham,  

  Tim O'Neill  

 16. Sally Putnam   

 17. Matt Barnes,  

  Alan Gast,  

  Oliver Madison 

 18. Maurice Bason  

 19. Peter Bason,  

  Charlie Moore,  

  Dick Thomas   

 20. Erin Esposito  

 21. Marion Miller  

 23. Susan Gorman  

 24. Thomas Davis  

 25. Richard Hopple   

 26. John Fitzwater 

 28. Jim Gieringer,   

  Katie Purdy,   

  Elyse Walters    

 29. Kathryn Cooper,  

  Robert Gómez  

 31. David Voige  

 

 
 

22. Sig Sieber & Jenni McCauley 

26. Bill  & Debbie Palmisano 

28. Robert & Wendy Allan 

Letter of Transfer: 
From Christ Church Glendale 

For the Hartley Family;  

Richard & Heidi, Ryan and Eric  

10122 Giverny Blvd.,  

Cincinnati, OH 45241 

513-733-1004 



PADREõS PONDERINGS 

So, youôve attended worship on one of two services on Christmas Eve 

or on Sunday Christmas Day.  The gifts have all been opened with  

exchanges made for the correct size and fit.  Youôve made your New 

Yearôs Resolutions, and youôre falling into a January slump. 

Donôt worry.  Youôre not alone in your post season let down.  Sadly, 

many experience a let down after Christmas Day.  We all need to remem-

ber that Christmas lasts a full twelve days!  Many dedicated Christians 

forget that wonderful fact every year.  No, you probably donôt gather in 

front of your tree every morning during Christmas season and watch your 

children/grandchildren open a flurry of gifts, but make an attempt to  

remember the twelve days of Christmas in your own way.  Keep those 

beautiful lights and decorations up until January 6th, the Feast of the 

Epiphany!  Practice an intentional act of kindness each day during  

Christmas season, and practice anonymously.  Continue reading the 

Christmas story from the different Gospel accounts and ponder the wonder 

of what Christ has done for the world through His birth and what we  

do for the world out of a relationship of abundance with God. 

Remember that Bishop Breidenthal will join us for confirmation  

Sunday January 8th!  It will be a delight for Ascension and Holy Trinity to 

host Bishop Breidenthal and share with him how weôve grown.  Several of 

our youth and a few of our adults will be confirmed January 8th.  Please 

join us for 10:00 worship to support our confirmands and hear our Bishop 

proclaim Godôs Word.  Bishop Breidenthal is a very powerful preacher.  

Also, there will be a reception following 10:00 worship that Sunday. 

Join us January 20th at 6:00 in the evening for Family Game Night, a 

function of the Generation XY group.  Weôll gather in the Parish Hall and 

enjoy some pizza and then play whatever family style games you bring.  

All are welcome and encouraged to come. 

Thereôs always something great going on at Ascension and Holy  

Trinity.  Maybe one of our resolutions for the new year can be to look  

at how we relate to God and to one another through the gift of our  

participation at Ascension and Holy Trinity.  Each of you matters to God 

and to our parish life together.  Every one of us is instrumental in sharing 

Godôs Kingdom on earth.  What is your part? 

In Godôs Grace, 

 

Eric L. Miller+  Rector 
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A Message From the Common Ministry Team 

We Asked, You Answered 
On the back of our 2012 pledge cards, we asked Parishioners to answer 

with their views on our parish; and with 81 cards in, we now have 50 re-

sponses.  (In the world of surveys and polls this kind of response would be 

considered a smashing success.)  Thanks to these respondents both for their 

pledges to the church and for taking the time to share their feelings and 

thoughts. 

As a Common Ministry Team, we are just beginning to absorb this infor-

mation and will be using it in our efforts to discern the strengths of and oppor-

tunities for our parish.  We will continue to test and share our discoveries with 

the congregation as our work progresses.   

Hereôs what we have learned so far: 

ñName the two most important things that keep you  

coming to and involved with A&HTò 
This first item was intended to reveal the things that our congregation values 

and holds most dear about A&HT.   

A high percentage of our congregation is drawn to Ascension & Holy Trinity 

for similar reasons.  Responses were grouped into categories, the six below 

representing 90% of the total input: 

Community ï fellowship, sense of family, support 

Liturgy ï the service, sermons, traditional liturgy, worship service 

Music ï the choir and music in our services 

Eric ï The Rector and his family and their contribution and role in our 

parish 

History ï personal and family history of association with A&HT 

Service ï through outreach or within the parish 

 

We have analyzed the data, looking at the congregation by age, by tenure as 

members of A&HT and by involvement in specific activities.  Whether we are 

in our 30s, 50s or more mature, the results were very consistent.  Similarly, 

those attending our church for 20+ years and those much newer in their  

membership seem to return to our church for the same reasons: 

The people of A&HT enjoy being together.  We value the ñsense of an 

extended familyò.  We appreciate the support offered in times of need.  

And we simply ñlike the peopleò and ñsharing our lives with a loving 

communityò.  It sounds like we have some fun together as well. 

Our form of worship is important to us.  The liturgy of the Episcopal 

Church ï its form, beauty and familiarity are held dear and offer peace, 

strength and hope.  The music we share adds deeply to the experience  

of our worship.  
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The Rev. Eric Miller is integral to the quality of our worship, and  

the energy he and his family have brought to our community are  

important.   

Some remain drawn to our church due to the strength of their  

long-term relationships with the parish, its people and worship.   

Ascension and Holy Trinity offers us the opportunity to serve within our 

parish and to work within the larger community singly and together.   

These would seem to be the things most important we continue to invest 

in, and be certain we continue to do well.   

 

What does A&HT do ïor what does  

A&HT have the POTENTIAL to do better than anyone else? 
 

This question is less clear than the first, asking for both what we do well 

and what we have the potential to do well.  Instead of ñwhat I like  

the mostò, it seeks to define what the community of A&HT is and what  

it can be.  Responses were fewer and tended to contain more specifically 

detailed thoughts.   
 

What we do best 
These answers are largely congruent with what we said we valued  

individually, the notable exception being the acknowledgement that we 

are good as a parish at outreach. 
 

What A&HT has the potential to do better than anyone else 
There was a resounding opinion, and even desire, for us to realize our 

potential by building out what we do and have done in outreach.  Many 

spoke specifically to the church serving those in need in our own and 

neighboring communities by ñfocusing its volunteer energy on improving 

the lives of people in our immediate vicinityò. 

 

Comments related to youth primarily spoke to the potential for continued 

growth in Christian Education, the need and opportunity for strengthening 

our draw for teens, and youth involvement in outreach efforts.  

We as a team, appreciate the time you took to share your thoughts!  We 

will be working to confirm and more deeply understand the paths for  

future emphasis ï for continuity and growth -- at Ascension and Holy 

Trinity.  Look for additional opportunities for input and feedback as our 

work continues ï and feel free to engage us along the way with your ideas 

and thoughts! 

Your Common Ministry Team 

(Fr. Eric Miller, Maurice Bason, Guy Belew, David Bence,  

Huxley Miller, Carol Gómez, Kim Wissemann) 
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A&HT Annual Meeting  

Sunday, February 12th 

After the 11am service 
 

The Nomination Committee has presented a full slate of candidates 

for the open positions: 

Senior WardenðKim Wissemann (2nd term) 

Junior WardenðJim Gieringer (2nd term) 

Member at large: 

3 year termð 

Gail Bason (2nd term), Bill Kent, John Fitzwater 

1 yr term, fulfillment of Bonnie Mellishôs unexpired termð 

Nan Reitz 

 

Information about these candidates can be found on the bulletin 

board in the Parish Hall. 

 

All items for the Annual Report  

are requested in the Parish Office in electronic format  

(E-mail, CD or flash drive) by January 25th 2012 

Generation XY group  

presents  

Family Game Night 

Join us January 20th at 6:00pm  

In the Parish Hall for pizza and  

whatever family style games you bring.   

All are welcome and encouraged to come! 



ďÏĐ  MUSIC NOTES  MUSIC NOTES  ďÏĐ 

This month Meeting 

7:30am ~ Friday January 20th 

At Frischôs  

8383 Vine St., Hartwell location. 
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Welcome to our Interim Minister of Music!  
 

Robert Benson, Ph.D. 
 

Bob Benson is an organist, choral con-

ductor and composer from Oxford, OH, 

where he is a Professor of Architecture at 

Miami University.   

He began piano studies at age five and 

organ at age 14; and has held positions as 

organist or director of music since he was 

16, including serving as Organist and 

Choirmaster of St. Davidôs Church in 

Southfield, MI for nine years.   

His compositions for choir, organ and 

other instruments have been published by 

Augsburg Fortress, Trinitas Press, Church 

Publishing Inc., St. James Music Press, 

Mark Foster Music, and other houses.  They have been performed 

by the Cincinnati Camerata, the Miami University Menôs Glee Club 

and Collegiate Chorale as well as in churches and cathedrals across 

the United States and in England.   

He is a member of the Association of Anglican Musicians and 

Dean of the Cincinnati Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  

He is a member of Holy Trinity Church in Oxford where he formed 

and conducted the Trinity Choir of Men and Children (in the  

English style), has sung in the adult choir and served as organist 

and choir director as needed.  For several years, he has served as a 

substitute organist and director at Ascension and Holy Trinity while 

Kelly Hale was Director of Music. 
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Dear Members and Friends, 

I am a former member of Ascension and Holy Trinity Church.  

I attended from about 1964 to 1978 with my mother, Ann  

Anderson, and my sister, Emily Anderson.  I have some very fond 

memories of church from this time.  I attended Sunday School, 

Youth Group, I sang in choir and I was confirmed at this church.  

I made many friends and looked up to many of the adults in the 

congregation. 

In the several years since leaving home and Cincinnati, I 

made a mid-life career change and attended United Theological 

Seminary in New Brighton, Minnesota.  And on Nov. 13, 2011,  

I was ordained into Christian ministry and I am now an ordained 

minister of the United Church of Christ.  In the process of  

seminary and ordination, I often reflected on my faith journey 

which includes my many years at this church.  In fact, I ñblameò 

my yearning to go to seminary on Mr. Ralph, the minister I grew 

up with.  It was during confirmation that I posed a challenging 

question to him and his gentle response was ñthe more you  

question, the deeper your faith will be.ò  Well, the more I  

questioned, my faith did indeed become deeper and it was in  

this questioning and digging deeper that I discovered my call to 

ministry. 

Currently, I am involved in a one year chaplaincy residency 

in St. Paul, Minnesota.  I am enjoying this rewarding yet  

challenging work and can see myself continuing on the path of 

chaplaincy when the residency is completed. 

So, this is a letter of thanks to all who played a part in  

my faith formation so many years ago.  And I write to you as  

a reminder that when we work with children and youth, that  

although we may not feel like we are making a difference in their 

lives, we do make a difference. 

Thank you and Blessings to all in this coming year! 

Rev. Grace Anderson 



CONFIRMATION ðJANUARY  8TH 
Confirmation will coincide with the visit 

of Bishop Breidenthal on January 8th 2012.   

Please come support and pray for our  

students who have undergone preparation for 

receipt of this sacrament at the 10am service. 

After the service there will be a luncheon 

reception in the Parish Hall. 

Confirmands:  

Elizabeth Sara Anderson, Erin Elizabeth Campbell,  

Olivia Nicole Munneke, Taylor Susan Lovejoy,  

Katherine Kingsley Irvine, Emily Catherine Bence,  

Eric William Hartley, Meredith Katherine Glover,  

and Mary Jo McHone Everhart. 
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Family History 
Wouldnôt it have been a wonderful gift if your grandfather had done a 

video interview about his life and memories about his family and generations 

past.  There has been an increasing interest in family histories.  Now it is  

possible through A&HT to make your family video history possible.  Tom 

Purdy and his family have been long time members of the church.   

Tom owns Purdy Productions, a video production company with offices 

in the Wyoming School District building on Springfield Pike.  Tom is  

building a specialty in the areas of family and corporate video histories and is 

offering to extend this service to A&HT members at no charge.  After some 

initial consultation, an interview would be conducted with your chosen family 

member, likely the oldest living member of your family.  An interview would 

be conducted to match milestones, or decades in that family memberôs life.  

Recollections of other previous family members may also be included, as  

well as pertinent family photos.  A series of photos may also be included with 

narration provided by the interview subject.  Tom would conduct the  

interviews.  A finished DVD would be delivered to the family.  The DVD 

would contain the primary interview in segments and a separate video track 

with family photos and the narration.  

I believe this is a valuable worthwhile ministry that Tom is offering.  This 

is an opportunity to create something unique for your familyéa preservation 

of past for future generations. 

Eric + 
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PARISH HEALTH MINISTRYPARISH HEALTH MINISTRY   
 

A New Year with all it's promise, a blank slate for us to decide how we 

will live it....January and winter isn't always a good start to positive 

thinking and actions.  Sometimes the weather is too challenging for us to 

start exercising inside or outside, or the lack of sunshine and light make 

us feel depressed.  However, we are encouraged to move our bodies by 

starting or continuing to exercise so that the circulation gets going and 

we feel better with more energy.  Trying to maximize exposure to  

daylight and if possible sunlight is very beneficial.  Starting a new  

activity or developing a new interest is also good.  Increasing social  

interaction or getting out of our living space for a while to new surround-

ings can be uplifting.  These are some of the possibilities for our new 

year. 
 

Your Parish Health Ministry has several opportunities for you to consider 

to start off your year developing your body and mind and spirit: 
 

Blood Pressure check  

- January 8 after both services - Parish Health Room 
Take a few minutes to come to the Parish Health Room to have your 

blood pressure checked.  This is a good reality check after the hectic pace 

of the Holiday Season. 
 

Guided Meditation  

- Tuesdays, 7-8pm, Wednesdays 9-10am - Parish Health Room 
These sessions are guided by recordings made by professional meditation 

leaders.  Each session is self contained and no experience or RSVP is 

needed to attend.  Wherever you are in your life or spiritual journey, you 

are welcome in this group of parishioners and community members. 

- Wednesday, January 18, 9 amðSuzanne Telintelo RN 
Will be our guest.  Suzanne has been training in and using Guided  

Imagery for many years and is an experienced group leader.  She will be 

sharing some of her experience with us and will lead us through a short 

meditation.  
 

Yoga Sessions led by Hollie Nesbitt - Parish Hall 
Refer to the weekly calendar for times, usually Tuesdays,  

Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Both adult and kids sessions  

available.   

Contact Hollie for further information - holliejoly@yahoo.com. 

mailto:holliejoly@yahoo.com
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SAVE THE DATEðMARCH 10 

- REFRESH YOUR SOUL CONFERENCE 2012 - 
The annual conference is presented by our sponsoring organization, 

Episcopal Retirement Homes.  The theme for this years' conference is 

Spiritual Care in Times of Trial and Loss.  The keynote speaker is 

Douglas C. Smith, MA, MS, M.DIV. a professional speaker, trainer 

and consultant with 25 years experience as a counselor, therapist and 

health care administrator.  Watch for more information the next issue of 

Connections. 

 

Card Ministry and MELP 

Remember our ongoing ministries.  If you know of anyone who needs a 

message from our church family for any reason, contact Betsy Cooper 

or the church office.  Also if anyone needs to borrow medical  

equipment on short term loan, contact the church office to arrange pick 

up. 

Your Parish Health Ministry Team wishes each one of you  

a healthy body, mind and spirit for 2012.  

If you have been a little cautious about involving yourself in our 

Guided Meditation sessions, and certainly if you are an attendee of our 

group sessions, you will want to mark your calendar for Wednesday, 

January 18 from 9:00 am to 10:00 am!  We will be joined by Suzanne 

Telintelo, Psychotherapist, Registered Nurse and the only person in this 

region who is accredited in guided meditation by the Academy for 

Guided Imagery! 

Ms Telintelo has practiced guided meditation for many years, and 

will share some of her rich experience, her knowledge and her insights.  

She will also guide a short meditation with us.  This will be a quite  

different, and I think enriching experience for us, since our usual  

practice is to meditate to professionally produced recordings. 

Please come!  No reservation required; no special clothing or 

equipment; and there is no charge! 

Maurice Bason, Terry Kessler 

Guided Meditation at A&HT --a special visitor in January! 
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HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS  

IN NEED. 

Rachel Fakoli in Liberia. 
The Episcopal Church has adopted a Millennium Development Goal for 

budget spending on overseas ministries.  We at A&HT honor that goal. One 

of our overseas ministries is support for the education of a nursing student, 

Rachel Fakoli, in Liberia, Africa.  Here are excerpts from recent letters from 

Rachel and from her father, Rev. Lawrence Fakoli, a Deacon of the Episcopal 

Church of Liberia. 
 

Rachel writes: 

I greet you and the outreach family and may God bless you all.  I 

thank you for the financial assistance rendered my father to continue 

my education. 

I will be a first semester Junior student at Cuttington University, 

studying to become a registered nurse.  I have spent 5 semesters and 

have 4 more semesters to complete and earn a degree (BSc-Nsg) as a 

professional nurse.  I will be hopefully completing my studies by the 

year 2013.  I will send my grade sheet when I receive it. 

I love to sing, read and sometimes play kickball during my fun time. 

I again express my sincere thanks and appreciation to you for your 

humanitarian assistance.  May God richly bless you all as you  

continue to assist us achieve our education. 
Sincerely yours,  Rachel J. Fakoli 

 

Rev. Lawrence Fakoli writes: 

I greet you with peace and love from our Saviour.  

I thank you for the financial assistance towards my daughter  

Rachel's school fees.  I am very grateful for your continuous financial 

help. 

I again thank you very much and may God bless you. 

Thankfully yours,  Lawrence P. Fakoli (Rev.) 
 

Loose Change Collections. 
This is our regular reminder that loose change put in the offering plate 

on Sundays is dedicated to helping our neighbors in need and specifically 

may be donated to the outreach ministries of individual church members. 

If you are seeking financial support for your personal outreach ministry, 

contact Noel Horne.  
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Anita and Michael Dohn,  Missionaries in Health Ministries 
Web-site: http://dohnfamily.org  E-mail: DohnFamily@sams-usa.org 

Anita and Michael Dohn are physicians serving as SAMS missionaries  
with La Iglesia Episcopal Dominicana at the diocesan Clínica Esperanza y Caridad.   

They live along the southern coast in San Pedro de Macorís in the Dominican Republic.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Community Health Program 

The community health program began in 2001 with a group in the 
Las Filipinas neighborhood.  There are now about 225 health promoters 
in communities around the Province of San Pedro de Macorís. 

The original health promotion project in Las Filipinas achieved 
good results and demonstrated better health effects when health and 
micro-economic programs were undertaken simultaneously.  

Funding expanded specifically to work on HIV/AIDS for several 
years.  Then the volunteer health promoter program returned to general 
health promotion with an emphasis on the health conditions that cause 
excess childhood deaths and on women's health. 

  

Volunteer Health  

Promoters 
The communi t y 

health promoters are all 

volunteers.  They are  

selected with the assistance 

of the local community 

councils in the neighbor-

hoods. 

The commitment to 

be a health promoter  

involves attending the 

training workshops, visiting the assigned houses (usually 14 to 25 

homes per health promoter depending upon her situation), and attend-

ing monthly meetings of the promoters in their community.  The time 

required is about one afternoon a week, though the health promoters 

can make their visits at any time that is convenient for them and the 

homes they are visiting. 

Each health promoter group chooses a coordinator.  These coordi-

nators meet together monthly to discuss problems, find solutions, ad-

vance new ideas, and set new directions. 

There are about 225 health promoters working now in a dozen 

communities.  They are influential in the lives of an estimated 20,000 

people or more.  

http://dohnfamily.org

