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Worship Schedule 
On Sunday Holy Eucharist is celebrated at  

8am & 10:00am in the Church; 
9:00am Nursery care in the lower level Nursery. 

On Wednesdays Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 10am  
(in the Memorial Chapel of Ascension & Holy Trinity) 

On the 4th Tuesday in the Month  
Holy Eucharist 4pm in the Chapel at Evergreen. 

Contact the church:  
(513) 821-5341   or e-mail:  aht@eos.net   

WWW.ASCENSIONHOLYTRINITY.COM 

Ascension & Holy  Tr in ity ,   
Episcopal  Church  

334 Burns  Ave.,  Cincinnat i ,  OH 45215 



 2.   Andrew Finke  
 4.   Mary Corley 
 5. Mark Hoelzle 
 6.   Katherine Cordes,  
  Jacob Brumbaugh 
 8.   Nancy Melville,  
  Caitlin O'Neill,  
  Paul Fisher 
 9.   Elliott Moore,  
  Gus Galluzzo 
 10.  Katie Munneke 
 12.  Aaron Hensler 
 13.  Susan Hopple 

News from the Pews 
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December Birthdays 
 17.  Ralph Corley,  
  Joyce Hensler 
 21.  Marty Neumeister,  
  Russell Smith 
 25.  Cliff Moore,  
  Mary Bowes 
 28.  Bennett Miller,  
  Molly Felner,  
  Mary Callison 
 29.  Charles Boenning 
 30.  Charlie Neumeister,  
  Paul Gillingham, Bryant Davis 
 31. Nadine Munneke 

December Anniversaries 

 1. Bob and Sue Gorman  15.   Jeff and Elizabeth Graham 

PRAYER CONCERNS  ~   
PFC Ben Adams, Lizzie Ahmed, David & Mary Allardyce, Ann Barlage,  
Bill Bassitt & Family, Buffy, Jane Bernard, Laura Bence, Beverly & Don,  
Mike Bigelow, Paul Boenning, Rev. Peggy Bosmyer, Kay Bond, Mary 
Bowes, Laura Chase, Dennis & Beth Carroll and family, Sal & Terri Cirnigliaro, 
David, Capt. Max Donaldson, Mary Catherine Dykhouse, Joseph Flannery, 
Patrick Flannery, Ruth & Harry Flewelling, Joel & Shirley Godbery, Jeannie 
Grady, Morrie Green, The Hart Family, Rose Friendly, Katie Hall, Ken  
Hammell, James Jackson, Jonathan, Lorna Jordan, Laura Kling, Ruth Maichle, 
Vi & Peck Merchant, Omie McCloud, Michael, Max Miller, Dana Mohr, Judy 
Morand, Stan Neumann, Donna Orr, Sandi Osner, Peggy, Peter Poggiali & 
Family, Jill Rauch, Joe & Jen Reisenberg, Terry Sadler, Sarah Thompson, 
Janice Timko, Cecelia Walters, Clayton Warman.    

If you have placed a name on the prayer list, please contact the office with an update on 
how that person is progressing; Still needs to be on the list? Condition Changed? 
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Advent is a time of waiting.  We mark this waiting period with a new ad-
vent candle each week, with a new door to open in our advent calendars at 
home, with the preparing and waiting for the Christmas Season.  

We are not ‘with it’ are we?  Christmas came November 10 to Wyoming 
Florist as I walked by the other day.  Christmas Carols are blasting in stores 
well before Thanksgiving.   

Given the economic news of these past months perhaps the world needs 
a little more Advent.  Perhaps we should save our money and wait until we 
have enough money to buy what we want and or need.  Perhaps for Christ-
mas we will make some of our gifts this year that take our time.   

The true pleasure of Christmas is the Advent waiting.  In the preparing or 
buying of a gift we imagine the pleasure and joy of the  gift will bring to those 
we love.  The preparation is most of the fun!!  The waiting is the joy!  

The spiritual preparation for Christians is to open up a new place in our 
hearts and minds for God to be born.  The great image is to be pregnant with 
the new possibilities of God's love and life that at Christmas God will be born 
in a renewed way in you!!  

It is easy to sentimentalize Christmas, especially with the images of a 
new born baby.  The sweet mother and dad, but we all know how hard it is to 
raise a baby and take care of small children.  

Often the first experience of understanding and knowing God is exciting, 
like the birth of a baby, but a the end of a month, with little sleep and confu-
sion about what does theis baby want we wonder what we have gotten out 
selves into? 

A spiritual life is work.  It takes attention.  It takes discipline.  The spirit of 
God is with us always.  At Christmas we are given the gift of love made hu-
man, God becomes human so that we might know and believe that God 
loves us unconditionally.  Emmanuel -- God with us.  

How are you preparing yourself for this new life with God?  Where are 
you making room and time for God to enter anew in your life?  

Happy Advent, Merry Preparation and Merry Christmas.   

Lovepat 

Dearly Beloved,  
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ADVENT CAROLS  
Sunday Evening – Dec 14 – 5:00 PM 

A gift of music beauty and inspiration from our Choir 

This year we have an added gift for CHILDREN  

Gathering at 4:45pm we will offer Christmas tree decoration 

and cookie decoration making in the Parish Hall with Christmas Goodies for 

everyone.   

December 14 is the evening for Light up Wyoming.  When we all leave the 

Carol service we go to the gathering space and light up our own Christmas 

tree, add our children’s decorations and enjoy Wassail and Hot chocolate.  

Please invite your neighbors and friends for the evening of quiet reflection, 

celebration and gathering with your community of faith.    

THE 3 MARVELOUS, MYSTICAL AND MEANINGFUL M’S 

Are you using them at your meetings? 
Remember:  
Ministry—begin with silence, open with prayer, and take time 

to check-in with everyone present. 
Mission of the Committee—is reflected in the work of the 

committee? 
Multiplication—the empty chair symbolizing room for anyone 

to join. 
For more detail refer to the article in the September edition of  

Connections; or request a copy from the Parish Office.  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT A&HT 

Christmas Eve—December 24th 

No 10:00am Service in Memorial Chapel 

  4:30pm Holy Eucharist with Adult and Children’s Choirs 

10:00pm Holy Eucharist with Choral Scholars 
 

Christmas Day—December 24th 

10:00am Holy Eucharist, with music 
 

Sunday, December 28th 

No 8:00am Service 

10:00am Service of Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist 
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PARISH PROFILE Committee Update 
 

Dear Lord, as we search for our next rector, we give thanks for our lov-
ing and caring congregation.  Keep us focused on discerning what you 
are calling us to be and to do in your name.  Let us not linger while we 
wait for a new leader.  Help us discover the talents and spiritual fire 
alight in this congregation.  Inspire us to put the gifts you have given us 
to practical use with creativity and enthusiasm.  Lead us to know the joy 
of life devoted to your service.  And, finally, we ask that you bless our 
efforts to create a growing church that is vibrant, enriching the lives of 
our church family and making a bigger difference in the community.  
AMEN. 

 
As of mid-November (the date of this writing), we are in the midst of soliciting 
responses to our two-page “Parish Profile: Big Thoughts for A&HT’s Future” 
document, which was endorsed by Vestry as a vehicle to generate discus-
sion on how A&HT can grow, as responses to previous surveys indicate 
strong support for growth.  After we build consensus on where we want to go 
as a church (keep us focused on discerning what you are calling us to be 
and to do in your name), we can define the qualities we want from a new 
rector.  The congregation will be given the opportunity to provide input on this 
topic.   
 
Our committee also continues working to finalize responses to the five es-
sential questions (Who We Are, What We Do, Where We Have Been, Where 
We Want To Go, and What We Want From a New Rector), write the text for 
the parish profile and sort through photos to create a draft document that 
then will be reviewed and approved by Vestry and The Rev. Canon Vicki 
Zust with the Diocese.  Vicki has guided us throughout the process and we 
thank her for support and knowledge!  A&HT member John Kuyath has gra-
ciously offered his graphic design talents to our committee and will create the 
actual parish profile document.  Our goal is to have the parish profile docu-
ment to a printer by December 31. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, etc. about the parish profile, please do 
not hesitate to contact a member of the parish profile committee. 
 
Laura Bence (Co-Chair), Karin Fetterman, Noel Horne (Co-Chair), Ariel 
Miller, and Glenn Schaaf (Vestry Liaison) 
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A MISSION TRIP FOR GROWN UPSA MISSION TRIP FOR GROWN UPSA MISSION TRIP FOR GROWN UPSA MISSION TRIP FOR GROWN UPS    
 

Escape the Cincinnati winter for an inspiring  

experience in the Caribbean sunshine. 
 

Discover how the Episcopal Church is spreading the 

Gospel in the Dominican Republic. 
 

Probable date: February 17 to 23 2009 

Probable cost: around $1500 per head  
including airfare. 

 

Quality accommodation.  Escorted travel.   

Convivial travel companions.  Inspiring worship.  Engaging kids.   
Welcoming churches. 

 

For details contact Noel Horne 729-2173 or pick up a leaflet outside the church office. 

PLEDGE PAYMENTS & DONATIONS 
 

STOCK TRANSFERS—several parishioners are 
using appreciated stock to pay their pledges or 
other donations.  This benefits the church and the 
donor, who receives a tax deduction for the full 
amount of the donated stock.  Remember to use the stock transfer 
form for CitiGroup Smith Barney brokerage found on the bulletin 
board in the hall of the church.  Send me a copy of the form; that 
will insure the transfer is made in a timely way and the donation is 
credited to the correct account or accounts.  Make your transfers by 
December 10, 2008 if possible, to insure that contributions are 
credited for 2008.  You can also contact me at home, 772-0065, or 
by e-mail at RDamico@aol.com if you have any questions.  Thanks 
for your donations! 

Ralph Damico, Finance Committee  
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Episcopal   Church  Women   
THIS FALL THE RUMMAGE SALE RAISED $3977.66.   

How does that happen?  You all bring in items of all kinds.  Then a devoted group of 
ladies (some not even A&HT members) meet each Tuesday for several months to 
sort, label, and price the "merchandise".  Among the most devoted is Karin Fetter-
man.  She has been in charge of Rummage for seven years.  It is certainly no 
easy job.  Don't feel that you can't volunteer-there is always a need for more 
workers.    

OK now what happens to that money?  ECW doesn't go on a trip or something to 
spend the money.  NO,NO,NO.  We see those things in the church that need at-
tending.  Last year we replaced the refrigerator to the delight of our kitchen work-
ers.  This year we are in the process of carpeting two catechesis rooms.  The 
rooms are so large that it will be an expensive project.  We also will get a new 
dishwasher to go under the counter by the sink.  This is in keeping with adopting 
energy efficient products.  The ECW supports our church and encourages more 
women to become active.  There is always room for one more.  Many thanks to all 
who have supported and worked on the many ECW projects through out the 
years.            Barbara Nellis  

"The gathering for A&HT knitters and bakers  

will be for LUNCH  

11:30am Friday, December 12th  
at the home of Barbara Witte. 

RSVP  Noni Smith 761-6413  
or eventide36@earthlink.net" 

Next ECW Next ECW Next ECW Next ECW     
meeting December 3rd at 12noon 

Bring a sandwich (desert and beverage provided)  
and bring crèche to share with  

a story to tell about it. 
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Learning from the PastLearning from the PastLearning from the PastLearning from the Past    

Embracing the FutureEmbracing the FutureEmbracing the FutureEmbracing the Future    

Saturday, December 13, 10amSaturday, December 13, 10amSaturday, December 13, 10amSaturday, December 13, 10am----2pm2pm2pm2pm    
    

Please join us in welcoming the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori as part of 

Redeemer’s Centennial Celebration.  The Presiding Bishop will share her 

thoughts and engage us in conversation about the Church: Past, Present, and 

Future.  A panel discussion will follow.  Lunch will be sponsored by Forward 

Movement. 

Please make your reservations my Monday, December 8 to: 

321-6700, www.redeemer-cincy.org or Sharon@redeemer-cincy.org 

• On Saturday evening, the Presiding Bishop will be visiting with Diocesan 

Youth during the Genesis Weekend at Calvary Church, Clifton. 

• On Sunday, she will be the Celebrant and Preacher at Redeemer’s 9am, 11am 

and 5pm services.  The 5pm service will include special music from the choirs 

of Redeemer, St. Andrew’s, and St. Simon of Cyrene.  All are welcome. 

1st Sunday Vestry Coffee 

 ~ 9:00am ~ December 7th ~  
Following the 8am service—Meet in the Assembly Room, 

Every first Sunday between the services, there is the vestry coffee,  
an opportunity for the parish to brainstorm and discuss issues  

with the vestry.  Any concerns are welcome. 

FACILITIES—TREE REMOVAL NOTICE 
The overgrown tree, near the steps to the office  
entrance is to be removed.  The reasons include: 
leaves block the flat roof drains, the roots are large 
and a hazard to the foundations, bird “doo-doo” on 
the steps and handrails.  There are other reasons, 
however the above should suffice! 
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BE GOD’S HANDS IN THE RECESSION:   
 We ask your prayers for all in Ohio who are suffering job loss, hun-
ger, foreclosure, and other distress, and for the Episcopal congregations 
and community partners who are working to help them weather the storm.  
Every dollar you contribute to the Episcopal Community Services Founda-
tion’s annual fund this Advent will go into grants to aid the frontline minis-
tries of Episcopal churches across this diocese to provide food, rental and 
utility assistance, aid to the medically uninsured, and job coaching for dis-
placed workers like the thousands who are losing DHL jobs in Wilmington. 
 Here is a glimpse of the kind of people you will be helping:  the 
Hillsboro family bringing a child with cystic fibrosis home from the hospital 
in winter with their home out of heating oil and their budget overwhelmed.  
Samaritan Outreach was able to use ECSF funds to buy a delivery of pro-
pane for that family.  Or another:  the working woman with no insurance 
who needed emergency cancer surgery and whose restaurant wages 
could not cover the medical bills for her co-payments.  Trinity, Troy negoti-
ated down her bills and used an ECSF grant to help pay off most, resulting 
in monthly payments she could afford to pay with dignity. 
 Go fishing in your mail stack for the cheerful ECSF Gift of the Spirit 
mailer with a picture of Trinity, Hamilton’s afterschool homework club on 
the back, and drop a check in it.  Each dollar buys at least 4 meals worth 
of groceries!  Or visit our website at www.ecsfsouthernohio.org and give 
online.  Thank you!  Your gifts bring hope and relief to thousands of people 
of all ages in need across Ohio. 

CAUCUS WITH THE ADA TASK FORCE 

All who have an interest are invited to meet with members 
of the task force commissioned to investigate how to make 
A&HT's facilities handicap accessible.  The task force has 

developed an interim report focused on two important projects: 

• How to make the parish hall/assembly room level wheel-
chair accessible. 

• How to improve the wheelchair accessibility of the church 
building. 

Caucus with the task force on Sunday December 14, in church, 
immediately following the 10.00 am service. 

Noel Horne, ADA Task Force Chair  



PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS 

BACKDOOR READING PROGRAM:  
~ Question ~ did you find the locations of our new program and are you getting 

some good health tips and /or getting a smile as you read and learn? 
~ Answer ~ you must have noticed as you used the bathrooms on each level that 

there are "readings" on the backs of the doors of stalls and/or above urinals.  These 
readings will be changed monthly so watch and learn as you multitask!  This program is 
developed and sponsored by ERH (Episcopal Retirement Homes) and updated by 
Renee Kuyath. 

ARTIFICIAL EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR (AED):  
As noted last month, we now have an AED which is located in the main hallway 

above the chair lift in case of emergency.  It is ready for use, the battery should last for 
five years and will be regularly checked and the machine uses one time use shock 
pads.  All PHM Team members are trained to administer CPR and use an AED ~ Lynn 
Fitzwater, Cheryl Brumbaugh, Deanna Womack, Betsy Cooper, Kathy Kessler, Renee 
Kuyath and Angela Horne. 

The following members of the congregation are also trained ~ Wendy 
Allan, Lynne Boude (infant/child only), Jim, Sheryl, Molly and Caroline Fel-
ner, Carol Fey, Carol and Rich Gómez, Elizabeth Graham, Noel Horne, 
Terry Kessler, Huxley Miller, Cindy and Julie Stegman, Lou Squyres, Dawn 
Thomas.  

We would like to maintain a complete list of trained people, so please 
email Angela Horne if you should be added to the list.  Also please email Angela if you 
want to be informed of the date of the next CPR/AED class given by Wyoming Life 
Squad personnel ~ in one three hour class you will learn the tools to save lives. 

MENS' BIBLE STUDY GIFT ~ Thanks to a generous gift from this Group, we have 
been able to renew our blood pressure equipment, purchase extra shock pads for the 
AED and provide some scholarship assistance for the CPR/AED class.  We greatly ap-
preciate this support. 

ECW SUPPORT FOR CARD MINISTRY ~ We wish to acknowledge the ongoing 
support PHM receives from ECW.  For several years ECW has funded the postage and 
card supply for this "quiet ministry" of A&HT which send cards to congregation members 
who need a caring message from their church family.  Betsy Cooper coordinates this 
ministry with the clergy and staff. 

BULLETIN BOARD ~ The PHM bulletin board is updated regularly by Kathy 
Kessler.  Watch for new notices and helpful tips about the Holidays. 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING - DECEMBER 7 after both  
services in the new Parish Health Office (next to Top's office).  Please take a 
few minutes of your time to take care of your health.  Lynn Fitzwater and 
Cheryl Brumbaugh will be doing screenings this month.   
Next Screening date - February 1, 2009. 

Your Parish Health Team wishes you all Your Parish Health Team wishes you all Your Parish Health Team wishes you all Your Parish Health Team wishes you all     
a Blessed Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.a Blessed Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.a Blessed Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.a Blessed Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.    
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OUTREACH OUTLOOK... 
Disbursement of 2008 Outreach funds. 

The Outreach Mission Group has recommended and the Vestry has approved 
2008 disbursements totaling $10,200 to the A&HT outreach ministries, as follows: 

Valley Interfaith Food & Clothing Center  $3,000. 
Dohn's medical mission in the Dominican Republic  $1,500. 
Academy of Multilingual Immersion Studies  $1,200. 
Interfaith Hospitality Network  $1,000. 
Health Care Connection  $1,000. 
Episcopal Community Services Foundation  $1,000. 
Partners in Ministry in Liberia  $1,000. 
National & World Mission Scholarship Fund  $500. 

The $10,200 was funded from the 2008 annual budget for outreach ($9,000), 
from Outreach Special Offerings ($912) and from designated loose change offerings 
($88).  For more details, see the Outreach bulletin board. 

 

Rachel Fakoli is "our" nursing student. 
Earlier this year we committed to sponsor a nursing student in Liberia, west Af-

rica.  Nursing education in that very poor country is an incredible bargain, costing only 
about $2,000 annually.  Working with Rev. Abby Flemister (who helped us out in sum-
mer 2007 following Father Bob's departure) and her Partners in Ministry in Liberia, we 
will invest $1,200 in an annual nursing scholarship, with the student being responsible 
for the balance.  Of the $1,200 first year investment, we have remitted $1,000--see 
above. We have now received this letter via Rev. Abby: 

Dear Members of the Church of Ascension & Holy Trinity, God's grace 
and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Many thanks 
for the financial support contributed to Partners in Ministry in Liberia.  I was 
informed that funds contributed by you were allocated for student Rachel J. 
Fakoli, my daughter.  She intends enrolling in the nursing College of the 
Cuttington University.  She is presently acquiring computer knowledge at 
the Johnson Computed Institute while waiting to enroll at Cuttington Univer-
sity next semester.  We will furnish you with progress report of how she is 
doing in school at the end of the semester. 

Many thanks again for your financial assistance, 
Sincerely yours, Rev. Lawrence & Mother Anita Fakoli. 

We understand Rachel will enter college in early 2009.  You may see a photo of 
Rachel on the Outreach bulletin board. 

 

A&HT and the Millennium Development Goals. 
With our $1,500 support for the Dohn's mission in the Dominican Republic and 

our $1,000 scholarship for Rachel Fakoli, we have met the Millennium Development 
Goal target for overseas giving of .7% of the total A&HT budget. 

Noel Horne, Chair Outreach Mission Group. 
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VALLEY INTERFAITH FOOD & CLOTHING CENTER 
The holiday season is approaching quickly and we need your help now 

more than ever.  We are so thankful for the incredible assistance you pro-
vide and it is overwhelming to see the blessings that pour into the Center 
this time of year.  I want all of you to know how thankful we are to have 
such a dedicated cadre of donors, so THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!  

We also have a few needs for our "Fill the Sleigh" Christmas pro-
gram, such as Stuffing Mix, Instant Potatoes, gravy mix, maca-
roni & cheese and Cranberry Sauce for the 350 food baskets we 
provide.  Spring Valley Bank is once again partnering with us this 
year with their annual "Fill the Sleigh" food drive.  

Below is the Manna List for December.  Besides the items listed  
we are always in the need of paper grocery bags, various personal 
hygiene items, diapers (all sizes), manual can openers, blankets, 
large size sweat pants, towels and linens for larger size beds, fall 
shoes for children and men, and of course, as always financial dona-
tions.  

-Canned fruit                      -Jelly 
I am getting a little worried about what we will do next year without our 

Christmas coordinator, Michelle Childs.  We have not yet received any  
indication of someone interested in this position.  If you or anyone you know 
would be willing to take on this task, please contact Michelle at 
mdchilds@cinci.rr.com.  We are also open to having more than one person 
fill this position.  

Thank you so much for your effort in helping us fulfill our mission.  You 
are truly amazing.  

Many Blessings,       Barbara Campbell  
Director of Development Valley Interfaith Food & Clothing Center  

420 W. Wyoming Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 45215  
513-821-3233 | Fax: 513-821-3236 | Cell: 513-238-5091  

Thank you so much for your effort in helping us fulfill our mission.   

Valley Interfaith Food and Clothing Center is still looking for  
volunteers to help with our daily operations.   Sometimes it is  
impossible to volunteer weekly.   We are looking for individuals 
who would be willing to be on a sub list should our regular volun-
teers be on vacation or we need additional assistance on any 
given day.   We would ask you to come to the Valley for training 
for a few days and after you learn a particular position, you may 
volunteer once a month or just be called when needed. 

If you would be willing to help out occasionally,  
please give Anita Berry a call.  821-3233. 



Anita and Michael Dohn are physicians serving as missionaries with  
La Iglesia Episcopal Dominicana  

through the South American Missionary Society.   
They live along the southern coast  

in San Pedro de Macorís in the Dominican Republic.  
E-mail: < DohnFamily@sams-usa.org >  

—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Francisco was sick that morning. He was sitting in the waiting 
room at the Clinic: eyes dull, shoulders stooped, leaning forward with his 
elbows on his knees, head drooped. I saw him waiting while I was at the 
front desk finishing-up some paperwork for a patient. 

Meanwhile, across the patio at the Church a children’s program 
was starting. The Church and the Clinic sit about 30 feet apart. The ac-
tivities began with singing “Alabaré,” a popular praise song in Latin 
America (alabaré means “I will praise”). The song was sung with the un-
bridled enthusiasm that only 150 early elementary age children can bring 
to the song. 

Before long, Francisco’s foot started tapping to the rhythm. Next 
he was looking up and smiling and nodding in time to the music. When 
his turn came to be seen, he was clapping and singing along with the 
current song that the children were singing. 

The children will never know how they touched a heart that 
morning, though I did mention it to the activity’s adult leaders. 

We like to say that the Clinic is a “full service” health facility with 
preventive medicine and community health (to prevent illness and main-
tain health), with curative medicine (to treat people when things go 
wrong), and with physical therapy and rehabilitation (to help people re-
gain as much function as possible after their treatment). But as we all 
know, there is more to health than that. Jesus worked with a “holistic” 
view of health that integrated mind, body, and spirit. Within the broader 
definition of “healing,” music and songs of praise have their place along-
side all the pharmaceuticals and technology. 

I believe that the children did more for Francisco’s overall health 
that morning than I accomplished when I saw him for the medical consul-
tation.  

Keep Praying, Anita  
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